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Topic of Choice: Developing Communication Skills and Roommate Norms

Scene: Action begins in a two-person residence hall room. In the room are roommates Bill and Ted. Camera pans over Ted, who is soundly sleeping, then to Bill, who is admiring himself in a full-length mirror. Bill wakes up. Ted continues to strut in front of the mirror, whistling to himself.

Bill: (yawning) Ahhh, what a great night’s sleep. (turns toward Ted). Ted, what the….. ?!?!?! Those are MY underwear! 

Ted: (startled, turns toward Bill) Whoa, hey buddy! Whoa! Whoa, Whoa! Relax 

Bill: (bewildered) Those are my underwear.  

Ted: Bro relax, we’re friend right? I mean we share (Snaps the waistband on the undies). 

Bill:  Ahhh, this is so awkward….

Bill groans and leaves to take a shower, Ted resumes prancing.  Tip #1 appears: Encourage roommates to talk about what is ok (and what isn’t) about the use of each other’s property. 

Return to the dorm room. Dance party is happening, with Ted and several friends singing along to loud music. The door opens, and Bill enters, wearing a bathrobe, shower cap, and holding his rubber duck. 

Bill: (singing to self) Rubber duckie, you’re the one… Whoa, whoa, whoa! What is going on in here?! 

Ted: This is such a great song!! 

Bill: No, no, no, no.  You two, out! 

Dancing Friends:  Bye.  See ya later.

Bill: (befuddled) Gosh, man. You guys. Man, this is kind of awkward man.  Like…

Ted:  But I brought girls.  They were dancing with us.

Bill:  I, I know, but I can’t I take a shower in peace, man.  I mean I just came back here, I wasn’t really expecting that.  

Tip #2 appears: Encourage your residents to share their feelings about guest(s) and agree upon a room guest policy. 

Lights up, back in the dorm room, while Ted, dressed in pjs and flips off the light while tucking in for bed. 

Ted: (as shutting light off from bed.) Ahhh, midterm tomorrow.  Gotta get some sleep.  Night buddy!

Bill: Whoa, bro, bro bro.  The apple says its only 7:30.

Ted: Oh, well you should have studied a little bit beforehand.  I really need my sleep for this one, quantum physics you know.  

Bill: (under his breath)  Oh, guess I am going to the library. (Clicks off light.  Grabs back pack and heads to the door).  

Ted:  Could you lock the door too?  

Bill:  Yup, don’t worry, I’ve got that covered too. 

Ted: Thanks.

Tip #3 appears: Stress to your residents the importance of being clear about living habits and mutual respect for them. 

Bill gets back from class and sees Ted taking a deep inhale from a large hookah pipe. Smoke billows in the room. 

Tip #4 appears:  Encourage residents express concern if they are uncomfortable with an item being kept in the room. 

Ted: (Takes a puff of hookah tobacco)  OHHHH, this is the life!
Bill: (walks in slightly coughing) What man, like seriously it smells like something is burning out there.  What!?  You can’t smoke in here!? 

Ted: But I cracked a window! I thought it was ok.

Bill: No no.  You can still tell man.  

Ted: Can you!?

Bill:  Yes.  (Starts to cough). It’s bad.

RA (Knocks on the door).  Hey guys it’s your RA.  The fire department is on their way.  There is smoke out in the hallway.  What’s going on in there!?

Bill and Ted look at each other with a panicked look. 

Open to Bill and Ted studying. 

Bill: Man,  This Astin character, good stuff.  You know what I am saying?  

Ted:  Oh yea!  He is a great guy.  

Bill:  Very, very cool guy.  (Flips through his book not being able to concentrate).  Man, here’s the deal.  I think we should talk.  

Ted.  Yea.  I kind of agree.  I have been thinking too.  

#5: Many roommate conflicts can be prevented by having continuous open, honest communication.  

Bill Yea.  I don’t know man.  People have like been doing this roommate agreement thing, I don’t’ know, I mean, maybe we shouldn’t have skipped it.  

Ted:  Right these first two weeks have been hard.  

Bill:  Well I tell you what.  I got it over here, maybe we should look over it?

Ted.  Yea, yea.  Lets do that.  

Bill.  Ya right here.  This is what I mean. 

Fade to black and roll credits.   

Prop List

full-length mirror 

pair of underwear 

radio 

rubber duck 

shower caddy 

shower cap 

towel 

bathrobe

large clock 

desk lamp 

laptops 

notebooks 

pencils 

books 

pajamas 

bookbag

hookah


