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Suzie: Excuse me, Dawn. Can I talk to you?

Dawn (RA): What’s up? 

Suzie: I, I don’t want to talk here. Can we talk somewhere else?

Dawn: okay, would you like to talk in the Area Directors office?

Suzie: that would be better.

Cut to office scene

Dawn: Whats going on?

Dawn touches Suzie’s shoulder, Suzie cringes away

Dawn: What did I do?

Suzie: You didn’t do anything, I just, I think was raped last night

Dawn: Oh my god, what happened? 

Suzie: I don’t want to talk about it

Dawn: Okay, so, are you okay?

Suzie: I need to get help, but I am afraid because I don’t want to file a report

Dawn: Well, I don’t know what the procedure is, but I think the people at the emergency room could tell you what to do.  Do you want to go?

Suzie: I want to, but can you not tell anyone else what happened? I don’t want anyone else to know. I mean, he lives in the hall.

Dawn: I can’t promise that, I at least have to talk to the Area Director, especially since he lives in the hall.

Suzie nods

Suzie: I just don’t know what to do, I am so scared

Dawn: Lets not think about that right now, how about we focus on getting you checked out? Do you want to go to the hospital?

Suzie: I need to get something from my room, will you come with?

Dawn: Yes

Narrator: When talking to a sexual assault victim RAs should keep in mind that they may be the first person that they talk to. When talking to sexual assault victims it is important to remember a few things:

Do not pass judgment on what happened to them, just because they are not crying does not mean that they were not assaulted-people deal with things in different ways.

Listen: let them express their emotions in whatever way possible

Do not investigate or ask why, it is not your job, leave it for the professionals.

Don’t be afraid of silence

When it comes down to it, one of the first things to do is to make sure they are medically okay. Taking them to the hospital does not mean that they will be forced to file a report-this varies from state to state.

Ask what you can do for them- victims often look for a way to regain control. A simple question of “What can I do to help?” will go far. 

Don’t touch them unless you have asked if it was okay

Finally, just be there for them. It is a long road and they are going to need as much help and support as they can get. 

Other Resources:

Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network

www.rainn.org 

National Sexual Assault Violence Resource Center (To find your state Coalition Against Sexual Assault center)

www.nsvrc.org 

